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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-3, 5-20 and 22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 -3,5-1 1, and 13-20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Logan et al (Patent Number US 7,055,166) and Jeannin (Pub. 

Number US 2003/0123841). 

Claim 1 , Logan teaches a method for preventing a user from automatically 
advancing an audio/video signal past marked material comprising the step of: (A) 
detecting possible triggering events during encoding of said audio/video signal (see 
column13 1 1-30); marking a portion of said audio/video signal (see column13 1 1-30); 
and preventing said user from advancing past said marked material during playback in 
response to said one or more score but does not teach generating one or more scores 
of various levels in response to said triggering events(see columnl 3 1 1-30). However 
Jeannin teaches generating one or more scores (see pagel paragraph 0008-0010). 
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One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to generate one or more score as described in Jeannin system in to 
Logan system because it would make commercial detection easier. 

Regarding claim3, Jeannin teaches the method according to claim, wherein said 
method further comprises the step of: adapting one or more thresholds and detection 
criteria used to generate said one or more scores (see pagel paragraph 0010). 

Regarding calim5, Logan teaches the method according to claim, further 
comprising the step of: inserting alternate material in place of material advanced past 
in step (C)(see column20 line 8-14). 

Regarding claim6, Logan teaches the method according to claim 5, wherein step 
(C) is enabled or disabled in response to a user input (see column18 line 54-56). 

Regarding claim7, the method according to claim 1 , wherein one of said one or 
more scores is used to generate a play list used to determine a particular portion of the 
marked material to skip (see pagel paragraph 0010) 

Regarding claim8, Logan teaches the method according to claiml, wherein step 
(A) further comprises recording said encoded audio/video signal (see column18 line 15- 
19). 
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Regarding claim9, the method according to claiml, wherein step (A) includes 
events occurring at the beginning of said marked material and at the end of said marked 
material (see column11 line 9-15). 

Regarding claimlO, the method according to claiml, wherein said material 
comprises advertisements (see columnl 1 line 9-15). 

Regarding claiml 1, the method according to claiml, wherein step (c) replaces 
said material with alternate material (see column20 line 8-14). 

Regarding claim 13, Jeannin teaches an apparatus comprising: a detector circuit 
configured to generate (i) an audio/video data signal and (ii) one or more score signals 
of various levels in response to an input signal (see figure2 commercial detector); and a 
data storage device configured to (i) store said audio/video data signal and said one or 
more score signals and (ii) generate an output signal in response to (a) said stored 
audio/video signal and (b) one of said score signals (see figure2 hard disk drive and 
memory) but does not teach apparatus is configured to prevent a user from skipping a 
marked portion of said stored audio/video signal. However Lord teaches an apparatus 
configured to prevent a user from skipping a marked portion (see (see columnl 3 1 1-30). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to prevent a user from skipping a marked portion as in described in 
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Logan in to Jeannin apparatus because it would make broadcasted commercial much 
effective. 

Regarding claim 14, Jeannin teaches the apparatus according to calim13, 
wherein said apparatus is integrated into an audio/video playback system (see figure2 
and paragraph0023). 

Regarding claim 15, Lord teaches the apparatus according to claim 13, wherein 
said data storage device generates said output signal in response to a user input (see 
column18 line 54-56). 

Regarding claim 16, Jeannin teaches the apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said data storage device comprises a random access storage device (see 
pagel paragraph 0023 DVD). 

Regarding claim 17, Jeannin teaches the apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said data storage device comprises a hard disk drive (see figure2 Hard disk 
drive). 

Regarding claim 18, Jeannin teaches the apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said data storage device comprises an optical disk drive (see pagel paragraph 
0023 DVD). 
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Regarding claim 19, Jeannin teaches the apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said detector circuit comprises an audio processor and a video processor each 
configured to detect triggering events used to generate said score (see claim 19). 

Regarding claim20, Jeannin teaches the apparatus according to claim 19, 
wherein said apparatus further comprises an analyzer circuit configured to generate 
said scores in response to said triggering event (see claim 19). 

Claim12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Logan et 
al (Patent Number US 7,055,166) and Jeannin (Pub. Number US 2003/0123841 .as 
applied to claim 1-3, 5-11, and 13-20 above, and further in view of Dimitrova et al 
(Patent Number US 6,100,941). 

Regarding claim 12, see the teachings of Jeannin and Logan et al above. Both 
Jeannin and Logan do not teach a particular one of said scores is used to determine 
how aggressive said method determines whether a triggering event is detected. 
However Dimitrova et al teaches a particular one of said scores is used to determine 
how aggressive said method determines whether a triggering event is detected (see 
columnl line 10-22). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to determine how aggressive the method of Dimitrova et al. determine 
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whether a triggering event is detected in Jeannin apparatus because it would prompted 
a user what level of confidence she/he desires in discerning a commercial (see column 
15 lines 50-57). 

Therefore, the invention as a whole would have been prima facie obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, absent unexpected results 
to the contrary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jeannin 
(Pub. Number US 2003/0123841). 

Regarding claim22, Jeannin teaches an apparatus comprising; a detector circuit 
configured to generate (i) an audio/video data signal and (ii) one or more score signals 
of various levels in response to an input signal (see figure2 commercial detector); and a 
data storage device configured to (i) store said audio/video data signal and said one or 
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more score signals (see figure2 hard disk drive and memory) and (ii) generate an output 
signal in response to (a) said stored audio/video signal and (b) one of said score 
signals, wherein (i) said output signal skips portions in response to (a) one of said 
score signals and (b) a user input configured to initiate a start of said skipped 
portion(see pagel paragraph 0008-0010). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Girumsew Wendmagegn whose telephone number is 
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571-270-1118. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571 )272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Girumsew Wendmagegn 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 




